ANIMAL BIOTECHNOLOGY KNOWLEDGE RESOURCES ON THE INTERNET: A STUDY

Rathinasabapathy'., T. Mohana Sundari?, L. Rajendran? and S.N. Sivaselvam*
Department of Library Science, Madras Veterinary College
Tamilnadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences University
Chennai - 600 007

* % %

ABSTRACT

Information is a dynamic and inexhaustible source that affects all disciplines and Animal Biotechnology is no exception. The
application of scientific and engineering principles to the processing and production of materials by animals or aquatic
species to provide goods and services, has yielded new and improved medicines for animals that help lower production costs
and improve animal well being by fighting various diseases caused by bacteria and parasites. New and enhanced animal
vaccines have also been developed through modern animal biotechnology techniques. For all these things, Animal
biotechnologists require latest, authenticated and scholarly information. In this regard, the exponential growth of the Internet
expands the wealth of knowledge resources available in all disciplines including animal biotechnology and the amount of
biotechnology knowledge available on the web is staggering. The Internet connects them to organizations such as
universities, colleges, research institutes and companies who are dealing with animal biotechnology and facilitates access to
informal organizations such as special interest groups, email lists, news groups, blogs, etc. Databases such as Entrez
Nucleotides, GenBank, RefSeq, CCDSD, TPAD, dbEST, dbGSS, dbMHC, dbSNP, dbSTS, UniVec, CDD, Entrez Proteins,
MMDB, 3DDD are made available by NCBI across the cyberspace which facilitates 24/7 access to all those concerned with
animal biotechnology. Gateway sites like AgBiotechNet, APHIS of USDA, ISB of Virginia Tech University opens the door of
online documents and searchable databases pertaining to the development, testing and regulatory review of genetically
modified plants, animals and other microorganisms. A number of factual databases, electronic journals, electronic books and
other electronic documents are freely available across the Internet. It connects students, research scholars, academics,
librarians, scientists and other category of professionals dealing with animal biotechnology. The opportunities provided by the
Internet for interactive learning, up-to-date science news, scholarly contents, project funding guidance, audio-visual contents

in the area of biotechnology are laudable.
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